
For .83/day, 
your donation 
for the year will 
make a large 
impact on 
continuing the 
success story 
that V-500 has 
on VCSU.

V-500
Visions

Official Publication of the 

Valley City State University 

V-500 Organization

Winter 2021 
Volume 32

Valley City State University Foundation
101 College Street SW
Valley City, ND 58072

Phone: 701 845 7203 w Fax: 701 845 7464
Toll Free: 800 532 8641 x37203
http://www.vcsualumni.org

2020–2021 Board of Directors
Sharon Bratrud
Erica Buchholz
Bill Carlblom
Jackie Cordie
Tom Glandt
Kelli Heath
Ryan Leroux
Dean Pedersen

Kaleen Peterson
Ross Pritchert
Matt Sorenson
Casey Stoudt Jr.
Oscar Sunita
Loni Trapp
Emma Tufte

Ex-Officio Members
Cory Anderson
Kim Hesch
Alan LaFave

Loree Morehouse
Larry Robinson

V-500 Recognition Banquet
While it was a difficult decision, our team 
decided to cancel the 2020 V-500 Banquet 
because we care about your safety and 
wellbeing. We look forward to other avenues 
of fellowship and mutual encouragement 
throughout the year.
Members who would have been recognized 
for reaching a milestone in their lifetime 
commitment to V-500 at this year’s banquet 
will now be honored at our December 
2021 V-500 Banquet at your lifetime giving 
achievement level.
The V-500 Scholarship Program has been 
a tremendous success because of loyal 
and generous donors. The founders of this 
important program clearly had a vision and 
commitment to Valley City State University. 
Several thousand students have benefited 
from V-500 scholarships over the years, and 
we greatly appreciate the support you have 
given the V-500 Scholarship Program.

Valley City State University has set spring 
enrollment records for the sixth consecutive 
year, according to official spring term 2021 
numbers released by the university.

VCSU reports a total headcount of 1,632 
students this spring, including 1,501 
undergraduates and 131 graduate students. 
Both the total headcount and undergraduate 
headcount are spring enrollment records, 
surpassing the previous highs of 1,622 and 

Enrollment Growth Shows Impact of Scholarships
1,491 set last year. The full-time equivalent 
(FTE) of 1,119 students is also a new record 
for the spring.

Over the past 
decade, VCSU’s 
total headcount in 
the spring semester 
has increased by 
25 percent, growing from 1,306 students in 
2012 to 1,632 students this spring. Likewise, 
VCSU has set fall enrollment records for the 
past six years.

1,632 
HEADCOUNT

Row-it-Forward 
Our annual V-500 scholarship drive is well 
underway. We are currently at 70% of our 
campaign goal.
The Foundation Office’s yearly committment 
to new scholarship dollars to VCSU continues 
to grow as the University experiences 
enrollment growth. It’s a great problem to 
have but we cannot do it without expanding 
our giving base. 
If a four year pledge does not meet your 
preferred giving, we encourage you to 
consider recurring monthly giving. 
Recurring giving through our ‘Row-it-Forward’ 
program is a convenient and financially 
friendly format for those who prefer monthly 
giving.
As an every month hero, your gift along with 
others like you, will impact our scholarship 
base.

$ 90,000
GOAL

70%

Complete the application 
on the last page to 
Row-it-Forward for 
VCSU.



V-500 News Valley City State University Foundation

Does your employer have a matching gift program? If so, let us know!

VCSU Named a ‘Hidden Gem’ 
in the Plains region by College 
Raptor
Valley City State 
University has been 
named one of the 
2021 “Hidden Gems 
in the Plains Region” 
by College Raptor, 
a college search 
platform that serves 
students, parents and counselors.
VCSU is one of 21 Great Plains schools 
selected as a “Hidden Gem.” College Raptor 
uses publicly available data to evaluate 
each college. Factors include first-year 
retention rate, median ACT/SAT scores for 
incoming freshmen, average faculty salary, 
student-to-faculty ratio, admission selectivity, 
endowment per student and four- and six-
year graduation rates.

VCSU Ranked by U.S. News for 
23rd Consecutive Years
Valley City State University has been ranked 
fourth among public regional colleges in the 
Midwest by U.S. News and World Report in its 
“2021 U.S. News Best Colleges” guidebook.
VCSU has now appeared in the U.S. News 
“Best College” rankings for 23 consecutive 
years, and the university has been ranked in 
the top five Midwest public regional colleges 
each year since 2010.

Viking Day of Giving Raises 
$22,000 for Scholarships
The VCSU Foundation announced that more 
than $22,000 was raised for VCSU student 
scholarships during the first Viking Day of 
Giving on Nov. 12. 
The 24-hour fundraising blitz included 
contributions from 133 donors that totaled 
$22,400. All money raised goes directly to 
student scholarships at Valley City State 
University. 
The VCSU Foundation has committed to fund 
$1.86 million in student scholarships this 
year. The Viking Day of Giving originated to 
replace some fundraising dollars lost during 
the COVID-19 pandemic due to cancellation 
of events like the VCSU Scholarship Auction 
and the Viking Golf Scramble

Thank You V-500!
I am Allie Critchley, a sophomore from Dilworth 
Minnesota majoring in Elementary Education 
with an endorsement in Special Education
My time at VCSU has been nothing but 
enjoyable. I have met lifelong friends and the 
community is so welcoming. The professors 
want us to 
understand and 
learn the material 
so we can be 
experts in our 
profession when 
we do graduate. 
Being a member 
of the women’s 
basketball team, 
I have had the 
opportunity to 
continue my 
love for the game and represent a college that 
I am proud to be a part of. It truly feels like my 
second home here, and I am grateful that I have 
been able to spend my college experience at 
such a wonderful place. 
Receiving a scholarship has helped me further 
my education and obtain my goal of becoming 
a special education teacher in the future. I am 
so appreciative of this financial assistance as it 
has made college much more affordable. To be 

Larry Robinson ’71, Executive Director, VCSU Advancement

selected for a scholarship is an honor that will 
have a long-lasting effect on my life. 
My mom went to VCSU, and she still stays in 
contact with her friends that she made here! My 
family is full of educators, my mom is a middle 
school principal, my dad is a special education 

teacher, and my two older sisters are teachers 
as well. I am an Irish twin, my sister Rae and 
I are only 11 months and 12 days apart! I am 
also a resident assistant on campus and a 
member of the student senate!

Robinson Wins Respected Fundraising Professional 
Award
Valley City State University’s Larry 
Robinson has been named the 
Respected Fundraising Professional of 
the Year by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, Northern Plains Chapter.
Robinson, the executive director 
for advancement at VCSU, received 
the award during a virtual National 
Philanthropy Day celebration on 
Thursday, Nov. 12.
Robinson was one of two North Dakota 
recipients of the Respected Fundraising 
Professional of the Year award, presented 
by the AFP. 
The distinction celebrates a passionate 
fundraising professional who exemplifies 
the highest standards of ethical practice and 
who effectively champions the cause of a 
nonprofit mission.



THANK YOU V-500 MEMBERS!
These donors are making a difference in the lives of VCSU students.

Current Pledges Since January 1, 2020

V-$5,000+
Agrium U.S. Inc.
Lisa & Don Baasch
Bank Forward
Hi-Line Electric, Inc.
Monte & Pat Johnson
Mike & Sarah Lerud
Janice K. Persinger
Puklich Chevrolet Buick GMC
Luke & Loni Trapp
Lisa A. Undem
Hilde E. van Gijssel
David E. Wright

V-$3,000+
Dave & Patty Bass
Casey & Deb Burchill
Diane E. Burr
Missouri River Energy Services
Karen C. Richman
Chad & Sheri Wetch

V-$2,500+
Concept Dentistry PC
Dakota Rose Floral
Tom & Tara Glandt
Charlene A. Griffin
Lerud-Mathias Funeral Home Inc.
Miller Motors
Steven & Karolee Ondracek
Robert E. Rieth
Larry & Mary Lee Robinson
Star Enterprises, Inc.
Charles L. Stenslie
Stoudt-Ross Ford, Inc.
Missy & Chad Vollmers
Corliss J. Wahl
Dennis & Jennifer Waloch
Angela R. Williams

V-$1,500+
Bakkegard & Schell
Rich & Leigh Berg
Ross & Caron Berg
Darren & Paige Bjornson
William & Bridget Blunck
Erica & Casey Buchholz
Dave & Susan Carlsrud
Dairy Queen
Andre & Marla DeLorme
Terry & Jolene Dunphy

V-$1,500+ (continued)
Edward Jones - Bob Lemnus
Glen & Myrna Engle
Enterprise Sales Co.
Foell Chiropractic
Gerry Gerntholz
Janet & Larry Gierke
Garry & Kerry Gregoryk
Handy Hardware
Kim & Wade Hesch
Brent & Pam Higdem
Harvey & Carol Hochhalter
Lynn Holcomb
Justin & Sherri Horsager
Rob & Rachelle Hunt
Interstate Engineering
Jennifer & Peter Jenness
Charlotte L. Jorissen
Tammy Katuin
Matt & Cynthia Klabo
Clark & Stephanie Kruta
Chris & Trina Kvilvang
Brady A. Larson
Bruce & Susan Larson
Mike & Kathy Lentz
Judy Mathias
Miller Elevator Company
Michael & Loree Morehouse
Buff & Karen Murray
Newman Signs
Joan K. Noeske
Mark & Patricia Oberlander
Obermiller-Nelson Engineering
Mary Beth & Jerry Orn
Tim & Nancy Ost
Rick Clark & Jackie Owen
Gary & Connie Retterath
Dave & Patti Rickford
RJ’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Todd & Amy Rogelstad
Lewis & Angela Schock
Sodexo
Jan Stowman
Tyler & Emma Tufte
Joe & Betty Tykwinski
Curt & Katy Van Dyke
Ron & Mary Wendel
Jim & LouVay White
James & Lucy Wire

V-$1,000+
Jim & Pat Broten
Robert & Faye Bubach
Virjean Cramer
Karen R. Crooks
Floyce Cummings
Beth & Dana Didier
Drug Plastics & Glass
Gale & Marjorie Eggert
Don & Bev Enger
Dan & Rhonda Fairfield
First Community Credit Union
Ryan & Lori Graalum
Ralph & Rita Greer
Dick & Debra Gulmon
Randy & Lisa Hajek
Brian & Lori Heath
J. T. & Maryellen Homan
Ardys A. Horner
Gregg & Kathleen Horner
Lynnette Karges
Jean & David Kelley
Mel & Erin Klingenberg
James & Carol Knutson
Diane & Bruce Kracht
Alan & Kari LaFave
Russ & Pat Larson
Tim & Diana Logan
Looysen I Care
Randy & Teri McClaflin
Monte & Patricia McDaniel
Brad & Dedrienne Mills
Mary M. Moore
Dennis & JoAnn Nathan
Ruth A. Nathan
Jan Nicoli
Karen B. Olafson
Al & Trisa Olson
John & Muriel Otto
Matt & Jen Pedersen
David & Marie Piper
Chet Pollert
Tara & Jay Praska
Leon & Marleen Pytlik
Jenni & Matt Richman
Mark & Carole Richman

V-$1,000+ (continued)
Kyle & Stephanie Roelfsema
Gary L. Rufsvold
Nathan & Marsha Sayler
Jonathan M. Stenslie
Dean & Charlene Stenson
Jim & Gini Stevens
Rebecca A. Sundstrom
John & Virginia Svenningsen
Valley City Lions Club
Valley Officeworks
Bev Van Oosting
Kay A. Winter
Wrigley Mechanical Inc.

Other Pledges
Bitz Tire & Service, Inc.
Brothers III
Burger King
Ken & Karen Christianson
Jeff & Vicki Enger
Mark & Kathy Finstad
GrandStay Hotel & Suites
Haley & Nathan Jenrich
Tim & Joanne Kadrmas
Jennifer & Josh Larson
Terry & Lenore Lebahn
Richard & Bernadette Nelson
Mark & Cathy Nielson
Bob & Mary Lou Peters
Duane Sortland
Truck & Auto Salvage
Lacey R. Undem
Elaine L. Walls
Dr. Grant Zwick



THANK YOU V-500 MEMBERS!
These donors are making a difference in the lives of VCSU students.

Cash gifts Since January 1, 2020

V-10,000 +
Dave Zeller

V-5,000 +
Tom & Frances Leach 
Foundation, Inc.

V-$3,000 +
Petro Serve USA

V-1,500 +
Bridges Car Wash
Janet A. Carvell
Cass County Electric Cooperative 
Inc.
Dacotah Bank
Dee Jensen
Nancy K. King
Julie P. Leer
U.S. Bank Foundation

V-1,000 +
Hank & Sandy Bruns
Kevin A. Grage
Vaughn & Pauline Hesse
Kathryn Holleque
Pete & Chris Smithhisler
Patta J. Stroh

V-500 +
Dave & Patty Bass
DuWayne T. Bott
Bill A. Cody
Brad & Angie Cruff
Jill & Holly DeVries
Twila Dover

V-500 + (continued)
Bradley Edin
David & Tamara Hanson
Dale & Deloris Hillstrom
Ralph & JoAnn Hooper
Marcus & Agnes Jensen
Amy & Steve Jorissen
James D. & Mary A. Kieley
Bobby & Deborah Koepplin
James Miller
Phillip & Darlene Mueller
Robert K. Muhs, Sr.
Pat Nielson
Dean & Betty Pedersen
Sheyenne Valley Shrine Club
Chuck & Lynann Solberg
Delton & Lori Steele
Gary & Bea Tait
William & Pat Thomas
Valley City Kiwanis Club
Valley City Rotary Club
Martin & Karla Warborg
Wesley & Natalie Wintch

V-250 +
Gina M. Aalgaard Kelly
Kiersten R. Baughman
Lowell J. Busching
Shou-Ching Chao
Benjamin Ferguson
Richard D. Findlay
Gordon & VirLyn Hoff
Ardys A. Horner
Steven & Martha King
Jody L. Klier

V-250 + (continued)
Erik & Susan Kringlie
Dwight & Penny Leier
Sue McCarthy
Joseph & Mandi Munowenyu
Julee A. Russell
Tim & Janet Schilling
Dennis & Betty Steele
Drew Storbeck & Julie Munkeby
Brenda & Harry Tyre

V-500 Donor 
AmericInn By Wyndham
Cory & Kristi Anderson
Dennis & Sharon Anundson
Jerilyn & Brady Beckman
Kathleen Bennett-Zaun & 
   Les Zaun
Kari Bodine
Fred & Judy Bott
Marty & Sharon Bratrud
Bill & Michelle Carlblom
Ann L. Dorman
Anthony & Enkhtuya Dutton
Laurie L. Erickson
Mary Ellen Erickson
Emily Fenster
Mike & JoAnn Haddican
Kelli Heath
Curtis D. Hill
Jacqueline A. Hofmann

V-500 Donor (continued)
Carolyn & Alex Holen
Robert & Deanne Horne
Alexander & Megan Jorgensen
Leslie & Andy Kalmbach
Carolyn R. Kolstoe
Jason & Heather Kremer
Bernadine B. Kuhn
Even Lago
Terry & Lenore Lebahn
Douglas W. Lutz
Kate & Derek McKay
Dr. J. Dennis Nelson
Joan K. Noeske
Larry & Connie Pederson
PEO Chapter AZ
Roselyn Persons
Kaleen & Travis Peterson
Marcia L. Pritchert
John D. Reardon
Larry & Mary Lee Robinson
Kayla D. Sorby
Robert J. Stack
Mary A. Steffen
Teather Sundstrom
Oscar Suniga
Darlene K. Talbott
Paul & Doreen Vangerud
Mike & Randi Watterson
Katie & Derek Woehl



V-500 Membership Application 2020–2021 

Method of Payment
 Check: Payable to VCSU Foundation/V-500 

 Credit Card:  MasterCard  Visa         Discover         Check here to automatically charge this credit card when payments are due.
 
Card #: __________–__________–__________–___________ 
  Signature on Account   Exp. Date          3 Digit Validation Code
 Automatic Withdrawal: Enclose voided check. 
 I authorize the VCSU Foundation/V-500 to withdraw $___________ on the 15th of the month to begin in ____________

   _________________________________________________________________________
  Signature on Account                                                                      Date

Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Number              Cell Number

Email                                                                                       Signature                                                                                   Date

Payment Frequency
 Annual  Quarterly  Semi-Annual  Monthly
 If you would like to make your payment during a specific month, please list:

   ______________________________________________________________

“To add value to others, one must first value others.”
                                                                                             — John Maxwell

Annual Commitment
 Recurring $________/month  $750 per year for 4 years

 $375 per year for 4 years  $1,500 per year for 4 years

   Other (Please specify:__________)
Support a $1,500 scholarship

Support a $3,000 scholarship

Support 2–$3,000 scholarships

Dacotah Bank Donation
Dacotah Bank of Valley City has renewed and expanded 
their commitment to Valley City State University through 
continued support of the V-500 Scholarship Program, 
Century Club, Viking Scramble and as the sponsor of the 
Annual VCSU Scholarship Auction.

Dacotah Banks loyalty and generosity to our programs 
enables VCSU to remain a viable commodity in the Valley 
City community. As our enrollment continues to grow 
and set records so does our need compete for deserving 
students. Dacotah Banks impact is noticeable in all areas 
of our campus and community

Recognition of V-500 Lifetime Giving
The pandemic has delayed our recognition of the V-500 Lifetime Giving 
members at our annual banquet but we want to share presently those 
who have attained new levels. They will be honored at the December 
2021 Banquet.

V-10,000
Dave Zeller

V-5,000
AmericInn By Wyndham 
Cass County Electric 
Bradley & Angela Cruff 
Steve & Karolee Ondracek 
Robert Rieth 
RJ’s Plumbing & Heating 
Tim & Janet Schilling 
Charles Stenslie 
Tom & Frances Leach  
   Foundation, Inc.

V-2,500
Bridges Car Wash 
Ken Christianson 
Concept Dentistry PC

V-2,500 (continued) 
Ryan & Lori Graalum 
David M. Hanson 
Nancy King 
Susan D. Larson 
Julie P. Leer 
Tim & Nancy Ost 
Jaqueline Owen

V-1,000
Beth M. Didier 
Bradley P. Edin 
Vaughn L. Hesse 
Interstate Engineering 
Looysen I Care 
Obermiller-Nelson Engineering 
Rebecca A. Sundstrom



Valley City State University Foundation
101 College St. SW
Valley City, ND 58072

Check out our 
Giving Opportunities 
with Tax Incentives 
on our web page at 
http://vcsualumni.org
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